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LICHFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

1964. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members, 

Lichfield  Rural  District  Council. 

I  have  again  pleasure  in  presenting  my  annual  report  on  the  health 
of  the  local  commurJ.'By'  and  on  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  of  the 

Council. 

All  statistics  are  set  out  in  the  same  form  as  in  the  previous  year, 
and  will,  I  hope,  be  fully  comprehensible  in  the  light  of  the  comments 
included  in  the  text  of  the  report. 

In  so  far  as  it  is  possible  to  summarise,  it  can  be  said  that  the 
vital  statistics,  used  as  an  index  of  the  health  of  the  community,  were 
again  reasonably  satisfactory. 

As  regards  notifiable  infectious  diseases,  the  figures  compare,  on 
the  whole,  favourably  with  those  of  the  previous  year. 

Statutory  action  by  the  Council  to  secure  the  clearance  of  houses 
unfit  for  human  habitation  was  again  severely  limited  by  the  supply  of 
council  houses  available  for  letting  to  families  in  houses  awaiting 
clearance,  while  the  number  of  families  on  the  waiting-list  for  houses 
also  increased  during  the  year.  Fairly  full  details  are  included  in 
the  body  of  the  report  regarding  these  matters. 

While  only  two  new  sewage  disposal  works  were  brought  into  use 
during  the  year,  it  will  be  seen  that  much  work  is  now  in  the  planning 
stages,  and  that  quite  a  lot  of  work  will  be  reaching  the  stage  of 
construction  in  the  very  near  future.  It  can  reasonably  be  claimed  that 
the  Council  has  undertaken  a  programme  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
which  is  very  great  indeed  in  relation  to  both  population  and  financial 
resources. 

Staffing  in  the  Department  has  remained  relatively  stable  during 
the  year,  a  factor  which  has  contributed  materially  to  smooth  running. 

I  would  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  continued  help  and  co-operation  of 
all  members  of  the  staff. 

I  would  also  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation 
of  the  continued  support  of  all  Members  of  the  Council. 

C.E.  JAMISON. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


The  following  figures  show  the  area,  population,  number  of 
inhabited  house,  total  rateable  value  of  property  located  in  the 
district  and  the  product  of  a  penny  rate:- 


Area  (in  acres)  . 

Population  (as  estimated  by  Registrar  General) 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  . 

Total  Rateable  Value  . . 

Net  Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  . . 


83,906 

42,880 

14,018 

£1,633,509 

£6,300 


It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  number  of  inhabited  houses 
has,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  increased  by  more  than 
1 ,500,  while  the  estimated  population  has,  during  the  same  period,  in¬ 
creased  by  less  than  1,000.  If  both  figures  are  correct,  it  would  appear 
that  the  average  number  of  persons  per  house  is  being  significantly  re¬ 
duced,  with  a  consequent  reduction  in  the  amount  of  overcrowding  which 
is  known  to  exist. 


The  increases  in  the  total  rateable  value  and  in  the  product  of  a 
penny  rate  show  the  rapid  development  of  property,  mainly  residential, 
which  is  now  occurring  in  the  district,  and  the  impact  which  this  dev¬ 
elopment  is  making  on  the  rate  income  of  the  Council,  from  which  the 
increased  services  of  the  enlarged  community  are  -financed. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  principal  statistics  are  set  out  below  in  the  same  form  as 
in  previous  years 


Live  Births  - 

Male. 

Female. 

Total, 

Legitimate 

0  0  0  0  0  0 

0  0  0 

421 

432 

£33 

Illegitimate 

atm  •  0  • 

•  0  0 

13 

16 

31 

'  Total 

•  00  0  •  • 

0  0  0 

we 

us 

884 

Live 

Birth  Rate 

per  1 

,000  Population  -  20 

.6 

Still  Births  - 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

Legitimate 

•  •  •  •  0  • 

000 

7 

9 

16 

Illegitimate 

•  •  0  •  9  • 

000 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

0  0  •  0*0 

•  mo 

7 

10 

17 

Still  Birth  Rate 

per 

1 ,000  Total  Births  - 

18.9 

-  4  - 


Deaths  in  Infants  Under  One  Week  - 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  •••  • • «  • « •  • • • 

6 

3 

9 

Illegitimate  • • •  •••  • • &  • « « 

1 

— 

1 

-L  O  4  aj .*  0  6  0  O  '  O  '  O  *  O  O  o  '*  0  O  O  ’• 

7 

....  3 

10 

Perinatal  Death  Rate  per  1,000 

*  •  *  .  •  ►.  % 

Total 

Births  - 

29.9 

Deaths  in  Infants  Under  Four  Weeks 

•*'  *  *  *  ••  1  v  . 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  •••  •••  •••  •  •  • 

6 

3 

9 

Illegitimate  . . 

1 

1 

T ot al  000  •  0  0  000  ooo 

7 

3 

ID 

Neonatal  Death  Rate  per  1,000 

Live  Births  - 

11.3 

Deaths  in  Infants  Under  One  Year  - 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  •••  • • •  # • •  ••• 

7 

4 

11 

Illegitimate  . _  ...  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Tntpl 

J-  ca-L  0  •  0  9  9  0  moo  000 

.  8 

r 

4 

12 

Infant  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Live.  Births  -  13 

.6 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths  (All  Ages)  . 

236 

205 

44-1 

Death  Rate  per  1  ,000  P opulation  -  10.3 

It  may  be  noted  that  32  live  and  still  births  out  of  a  total  of 

901  live  and  still  births  were  illegitimate,  giving  a  proportion  of  one 

in  every  28.  This  figure  compares  favourably,  on  the  whole,  with  one 

in  25  in  1963?  one  in  17  in  1962,  one  in  33 'in  1961,  one  in  26  in  i960, 

one  in  30  in  1959  and  1958,  one  in  22  in  1937  and "one  in  28  in  1956. 

In  view  of  the  many  references  to  increasing  sexual  promiscuity,  it  is 

interesting  to  note  that  the  proportion  of '"illegitimate 'to  total  births 

does  not  show  any  really  significant  trend  in  the  figures  relating  to  ' '  ■ 
this  district. 

Although,  unlike  the  previous  year,  there  was  one  still  birth  and 
one  infant  death  included  in  the  figures  relating  to  illegitimate  births, 
I  do  not  feel  that  the  figures  are  large  e hough  to  enable  any  signifi¬ 
cant  comparisons  to  be  made  between  the  proportions  of* still  births 
and  of  infant  deaths  in  legitimate  and  illegitimate  infants. 
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The  follovdng  table  shows  how  the  figures  for  the  various  rates 
compared with  those  relating  to  earlier  years :- 


Year 

Estimated 

Population 

Live  Birth 
Rate 

Still  Birth 
Rate. 

Neonatal 
Death  Rate 

infant 

Death  Rate 

Death  Rate 
(All  Ages) 

1953 

43,180 

13.5 

15.2 

f  18.9 

22.3 

8.3 

1954 

42,580 

13.6 

13.7 

26.0 

25.9 

10.3 

1955 

42,580 

12.7 

27.1 

9.3 

18.6 

10.9 

1956 

41,250 

14.3 

23.2 

22.0 

27.1 

10.9 

1957 

40,100 

15.7 

14.0 

26.8 

31.5 

10.5 

1958 

38,850 

15.4 

22.8 

13.4 

23.4 

10.3 

1959 

39,500 

15.7 

26,7 

12.9 

16.1 

11.4 

i960 

40,660 

16.2 

23.7 

10.6 

19.7 

11.3 

1961 

40,040 

17.2 

18.2 

18.8 

26.0 

12.3 

1962 

40,710 

17.9 

14.9 

24.7 

31.6 

11.5 

1963- 

41,950 

18.6 

12.7 

10.3 

12.8 

10.8 

1964 

42,880 

20.6 

18.9 

11.3 

1 3.6 

10.3 

In  so  far  as  the  figures  can  be  regarded  as  significant,  in  the 
light  of  the  small  numbers  involved,  they  can,  I  feel,  be  regarded  as 
reasonably  creditable  to  the  services  involved.  The  increase  in  the 
birth  rate  is,  of  course,  largely  due  to  the  influx,  now  gathering  mo¬ 
mentum,  of  younger  people  coming  to  live  in-  the  district.  Although  the 
still  birth,  neonatal  and  infant  death  rates  are  rather  higher  than  in 
the  previous  year,  they  compare  very  favourably  with  most  other  recent 
years,  while  the  death  rate  for  all  ages  is  equal  to  the  lowest  figures 
previously  recorded,  in  1954  and  1958,  since  figures  have  been  compiled 
on  the  present  basis  of  calculation. 

After  the  usual  adjustment  of  the  birth  and  death  rates,  in  acc¬ 
ordance  with  the  birth  and  death  comparability  factors  provided  .by  the 
Registrar  G-eneral,  to  alloy/  for  the  differences  of  age  and  sex  distri¬ 
bution  of  the  population  in  Lichfield  Rural  District,  as  compared  with 
that  of  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole,  the  local  figures  for  1  964  can 
be  compared  with  the  national  ones  as  follows :- 


Place 

Livq  Birth 
Rate 

Still  Birth 
Rate 

Neonatal 
Death  Rate 

Infant 

Death  Rate 

Death  Rate 
(All  Ages) 

LICHFIELD  R.D. 

20.2 

18.9 

11.3 

13.6 

10.0 

England  and  Wales. 

18.4- 

16.3 

13.8 

20.0 

. — 

11.3 
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With  the  local  figures  adjusted,  where  necessary,  in  this  way,  it 
becomes  apparent  that  they  compare  favourably  in  each  instance,  except 
that  relating  to  still  births,  with  the  national  ones.  Although,  as 
stated  already  in  a  different  context,  too  much  significance  should 
not  be  attached  to  comparisons  based  on  very  small  figures,  it  is  not¬ 
able  that  the  local  figures  have  compared  well  with  the  national  ones 
on  a  number  of  occasions  during  recent  years. 

Although  the  figures  for  perinatal  mortality,  got  by  adding  to¬ 
gether  still  births  and  deaths  under  one  week  of  age,  are  not  recorded 
in  the  above  tables,  it  may  be  added  that  the  local  figure  of  29.9? 
under  this  heading,  compares  with  a  national  one  of  28,1.  This  figure 
is  obviously  not  so  favourable  as  others  mentioned,  due  to  the  relat¬ 
ively  high  number  of  still  births  in  the  district  in  1  964. 

The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death  of  persons  ordinarily 
resident  in  the  Lichfield  Rural  District  who  died  during  the  year*,  re¬ 
gardless  of  where  the  death  actually  occurred: - 


Total 

i 

!  Under 

Over 

i 

I 

i  ^ 

-?*==**=  *==*=• 

<* 

Four 

r" 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Sex 

All 

i  Four 

Weeks 

1  “5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

Ages. 

|  Weeks 

But  Under 
One  Year 

i 

Tuberculosis, 

:M 

2 

r 

1 

- 

Respiratory. 

F 

1 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Meningococcal 

!  M 

— 

— 

— 

i 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Infections. 

F 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1  — 

— 

— 

- 

- 

Measles. 

’  M 
■  F 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Other  Infec- 

*M 

rp 

O 

1 

tive  and  Par- 

c. 

“ 

i 

asitic  Diseases 

£ 

■ 

!  - 

Malignant  Neo- 

M 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

plasm,  Stomach 

F 

6 

- 

— 

■ 

“ 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Malignant  Neo- 

Twr 

15 

3 

3 

7. 

plasm.  Lung, 

M 

F 

Bronchus. 

j 

Malignant  Neo- 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

plasm,  Breast. 

F 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

3 

2 

Malignant  Neo- 

F 

0 

1 

plasm,  Uterus 

- 

Other  Malignant 
and  Lymphatic 

;  M 

F 

12 

10 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

*r 

1 

4 

3 

Neoplasms. 

Leukaemia, 

M 

1 

— 

l 

! 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Aleukaemia. 

F 

t 

1 

— 

1 

“ 

— 

65-75 


4 

4 

5 


2 

1 


75 


2 

2 


5 

6 
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CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Sex 

r  cr 

Total 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

Four 

Weeks 

Over 

Four 

Weeks 

But  Under 
One  Year 

cr»  t:  y 

4 

_ 

-- -  -T— ] 

'  '  ‘t 

r 

1-5 

5-15 

1 5-25 I 

~n 

25-35 : 

i 

I 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

65-75 

Over 

75 

Diabetes 

M 

F 

1 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

'  — ’ 

1 

- 

Vascular  Lesi- 

TIT .  . 

i 

" 

ons  of  Nervous 

1VL 

F‘ 

29 

45 

- 

1 

1 

5 

6 

7 

18 

16 

20 

System 

Coronary  Dis- 

M.. 

54 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

3 

6 

15 

21 

9 

ease,  Angina 

F 

35 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

■  — 

1 

4 

7 

23 

Hypertension 

M 

1 

2 

vfith  heart 

TP 

J 

O 

o 

Disease. 

J? 

c- 

C. 

Other  Heart 

M 

19 

mm 

— 

— 

mm 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

14 

Disease 

F 

28 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

4 

20 

Other  Cir- 

M 

c 

c. 

culatory 

1YI 

F 

0 

5 

^ m 

2 

J 

3 

Disease 

Influenza 

M 

1 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

i 

F 

2 

_ 

- 

— * 

— 

1 

— 

1 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

M 

14 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*mrn 

— 

2 

7 

5 

F 

21 

mm 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1, 

3 

17 

Bronchitis 

M 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

6 

6 

1 

F 

5 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

Other  Diseases 

M 

1 

1 

1 

of  Respiratory 

F 

J 

L 

__ 

,  , 

mm. 

1 

3 

System 

Ulcer  of 

M 

5 

- 

2 

3 

Stomach  and 

T? 

J 

4 

1 

Duodenum 

X 

1 

Gastritis, 

M 

1 

1 

_ 

Enteritis  and 

Diarrhoea 

X 

Nephritis  and 

M 

1 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nephrosis 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

mm 

*— 

Hyperplasia  of 

Prostate 

M 

4 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

•• 

4 

Congenital 

M 

3 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

mm 

- 

Malf  ormati  ons 

F 

1 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

mm‘ 

Other  Defined 

M 

22 

7 

- 

1 

1 

4 

9 

and  £Ll-def- 

F 

/ 

_ 

T 

1 

1 

2 

7 

ined  Diseases 

i  *4- 

J 

! 

-  8  - 


f 


»  — »■_  ■ — 

Total 

All 

Ages. 

pl¬ 

under 

Four 

Weeks 

Over 

-Four 

Weeks 

But  Under 
One  Year 

r 

r 

T  "  '  1 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Sex 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

65-75 

Over 

75 

Motor  Vehicle 
Accidents. 

All  other 
Accidents. 

Suicide 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

11 

3 

3 

3 

5 

1 

mm 

mm 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

5  7 

1 

— 

1 

1 

•h  . . , 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

TOTAL  (ALL 

M 

236 

7 

1 

2 

2 

4 

9 

5 

12 

42 

70 

82 

CAUSES) 

F 

205 

3 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

11 

24 

48 

110 

-  _  _  -  _  r  —  -  .  . 

,L 

■  .  ------  .  ,  ^ 

_ 

......  -  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

It  ra.ll  be  seen  that,  as  indicated  in  the  statistics  recorded  in 
an  earlier  paragraph,  ten  of  the  twelve  children  who  died  before  the  end 
of  the  first  year  of  life  actually  died  before  the  end  of  the  fourth 
week.  With  one  exception,  a  child  suffering  from  a  congenital  abnor¬ 
mality,  who  died  after  four  days,  all  these  children  succumbed  during 
the  24  hours  after  birth.  Almost  all  of  these  deaths  were  related, 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  prematurity.  The  two  deaths  in  older  infants 
occurred,  at  three,  and  seven  months  respectively,  in  infants  suffering 
from  congenital  abnormalities  of  the  heart.  The  picture  shown  is  sim¬ 
ilar  to  that  in  other  recent  years,  with  the  main  causes  of  death  in 
infants  being  prematurity  and  congenital  abnormality,  both  conditions 
the  causes  of  which  are  still  relatively  obscure,  and  prevention  still 
therefore  limited  in  effectiveness. 

It  can,  be  noted  that,  of  eight  deaths  occurring  in  children  of 
over  one  year  but  under  15  years,  three  resulted  from  accidents,  two 
being  due  to  children  being  knocked  down  by  motor  vehicles,  while  one 
was  due  to  drowning  of  a  child  who  fell  into  a  canal.  Of  the  remaining 
five  deaths  in  this  age-group,  it  rail  be  seen  that  two  resulted  from 
diseases  of  the  respiratory  system,  one  from  a  congenital  malformation, 
one  from  measles,  which  occurred  in  a  child  with  a  severe  congenital  ab¬ 
normality,  while  one  death  occurred  in  a  child  who  died  as  a:  result  of 
meningococcal  infection.  It  should  perhaps  be  mentioned  that  the  death 
from  meningococcal  infection  occurred  as  a  result  of  an  overwhelming  in¬ 
fection,  and  in  spite  of  prompt  diagnosis  and  treatment.  Taking  the 
figures  as  a  v/hole,  it  can  easily  be  seen  what  an  important  part  acc¬ 
idental  deaths  and  deaths  resulting  from  congenital  abnormalities  nov/ 
play  in  the  mortality  of  the  pre-school  and  school  child. 

Coming  to  the  other  end  of  life,  it  rail  be  seen  that  152  out  of 
236  male  deaths  occurred  at  ages  over  65  years,  while  in  women  158  out 
of  205  deaths  occurred  in  the  same  age-group..  These  figures  are  broadly 
similar  to  those  for  1'963,  and  again  illustrate  the  greater  longevity. of  . . 
women,  as  compared  with  men,  which  is  further  highlighted  by  the  fact 
that  almost  half  of  the  men  in  this  age-group  died  before  75  years,  while 
in  women  less  than,  a  third  died  before  75  years  of  age. 
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The  figures  for  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  are  the  highest 
yet  recorded,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  how  for  they  now  outnumber 
those  due  to  tuberculosis,  which  will  be  mentioned  again  in  a  later 
paragraph.  In  these  circumstances,  it  is  encouraging  to  be  able  to 
record  that  action  has  now  been  taken,  nationally,  to  prohibit  the  ad¬ 
vertising  of  cigarettes  on  commercial  television.  One  could  hope  that 
this  action  would  be  followed  by  further  action  to  restrict  advertising 
in  other  spheres,  to  prohibit  the  use  of  machines  for  the  sale  of  cig¬ 
arettes,  and  to  tighten  up  the  administration  of  the  existing  statute 
prohibiting  the  sale  of  cigarettes  to  children. 

While  the  figures  relating  to  deaths  from  pneumonia  and  bronchitis 
are  again  high,  it  should  be  observed  that  all  the  deaths  from  these 
diseases  occurred  at  ages  over  55  years,  and  the  majority  at  ages  over 
75  years.  It  is  obvious  that  these  diseases  now  tend  to  cause  dearth 
mainly  in  persons  who  are  already  of  advanced  years. 

As  regards  deaths  due  to  accidents  involving  motor'  vehicles,  it 
has  already  been  mentioned  that  two  occurred  in  children  under  15  years 
of  age,  who  died  as  a  result  of  being  run  over  by  cars.  Of  the  remain¬ 
ing'  12  deaths  in  this  group,  it  is  notable  that  nine  occurred  at  ages 
between  15  and  35  years,  while  the  remaining  three  deaths  occurred  at 
ages  over  65  years.  It  is  obvious  that  the  greatest  hazard  is  borne  by 
the  young  and  sometimes  less  responsible  adult,  relatively  little  by  those 
of  middle-age,  while  secondary  peaks  affect  children  and  old  people  who, 
for  different  reasons,  are  in  danger  of  being  knocked  down  by  motor 
vehicles. 

G-oing  on  to  accidental  deaths  other  than  those  caused  by  motor 
vehicles,  it  ce,n  be  noted  that,  apart  from  the  one  death  in  a  child  due 
to  drowning,  all  the  deaths  in  the  group  occurred  at  ages  over  65  years, 
two  deaths  being  due  to  asphyxia,  one  from  coal  gas  and  one  from  carbon 
monoxide  emanating  from  a  fire,  while  the  remaining  deaths  were  all  due 
to  complications  following  falls  occurring  in  the  home.  These  are  all 
well  known  risks  affecting  the  elderly,  end  it  is  likely  that,  with  an 
increasing  percentage  of  elderly  people  in  the  community,  the  number  of 
deaths  from  such  causes  will  tend  to  increase  over  the  years.  The  de¬ 
creasing  proportion  of  toxic  substances  in  coal  gas  now  being  produced 
is  particularly  welcome,  as  a  factor  which  will  tend  to  eliminate  at 
least  one  of  the  hazards  affecting  this  vulnerable  age-group. 

Of  deaths  due  to  suicidal  causes,  these  involved  a  man  of  34-  years, 
a  women  of  51  years  and  men  of  52  years,  62  years  and  64  years  respec¬ 
tively.  It  is  again  noteworthy  that  the  incidence  mainly  affected  those 
in  middle-age.  The  total  of  six  suicidal  deaths  is  higher  than  that  for 
any  other  recent  year,  and  considerably  above  the  average  for  the  last 
ten  years.  Two  deaths  we  re  due  to  hanging,  two  to  coal  gas  poisoning, 
one  to  barbiturate  poisoning  and  one  to  decapitation  on  being  struck  by 
a  railway  engine  while  lying  on  the  railway  line. 
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NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  OTHER  THAU  TUBERCULOUS 

The  following  table  shov.'s  the  number  of  ceases  of  infectious  disease, 
other  than  tuberculosis,  notified  during  the  year,  and  also  shows,  for 
comparison,  the  number  of  cases  of  each  disease  notified  during  the  pre¬ 
ceding  eleven  years:- 


Disease 

1953 



r  -  r”--  - 

1 954 !  1955 

i  ■ 

1956 

1 957 

1958 

1959 

1  960  jl  961 

1962 

— '  • 

1963 

1964 

Scarlet  Fever 

59 

65 

16 

20 

27 

35 

43 

39 

15 

4 

6 

8 

Whooping  Cough 

101 

52 

20 

62 

79 

22 

27 

50 

13 

11 

6 

27 

Measles. 

690 

13 

461 

23 

655 

258 

196 

61 

768 

56 

674 

199 

Poliomyelitis  . . . 

if 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

2 

— 

3 

3 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  ,  , 

11 

6 

11 

5 

3 

1 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

59 

•42 

19 

20 

17 

33 

69 

34 

59 

26 

23 

Q 

Dysentery  .  . 

2 

18 

23 

26 

6 

'  8 

23 

— 

9 

21 

5 

3 

Food  Poisoning  . 

6 

- 

— 

4 

10 

6 

3 

61 

6 

18 

4 

- 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

3 

— 

— 

— 

j. 

— 

- 

3 

3 

1 

Opthalmia 

Neonelorum 

— 

2 

1 

i 

1 

5 

fcr- ic—ut  a 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

The  incidence  of  sccarlet  fever  can  again,  as  in  other  recent  years, 
be  regarded  as  satisfactorily  low.  It  would  appear  that  prompt  isolation 
and  treatment  of  affected  individuals,  usually  now  in  the  home  where  con¬ 
ditions  are  at  all  reasonable,  is  quite  sufficient  to  prevent  any  large- 
scale  spread,  of  infection. 

Although  more  cases  of  whooping  cough  we re  notified  than  in  other 
recent  years,  the  figure  can  again  be  regarded  with  some  degree  of  sat¬ 
isfaction,  bearing  in  mind  the  large  number  of  children  at  risk.  It 
would  certainly  seem  that  inoculation  against  the  disease,  carried  out 
actively  during  recent  years,  has  substantially  reduced  the  incidence  of 
this  disease.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  disea.se  is  still  a  very  serious 
one  when  it  occurs,  in  infancy,  the  measure  of  control  achieved  is  a,  very 
important  advance  in  public  health. 
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Although  the  number  of  cases  of  measles  was  much  smaller  than  in 
the  previous  year,  it  is  obvious  that  the  reduction  is  entirely  due  to 
the  fact  that  most  of  the  susceptible  children  had  already  contracted 
the  infection  in  19&3,  fitting  into  the  usual  pattern  of  biennial  out 
breaks.  It  is  already  clear  that  the  report  for  1963,  when  written,  will 
show  that  the  pattern  mentioned  still  applies.  As  in  the  previous  year, 
but  unlike  other  recent  years,  one  death  resulted  from  the  disease  during 
1  9&4,  as  mentioned  in  an  earlier  paragraph.  This  death  occurred  in  a 
child  of  13, months  who  suffered  from  a  congenital  abnormality,  which  pro¬ 
bably  played  a  large  part  in  determining  the  fatal  outcome.  These  recent 
deaths,  however,  show,  if  further  demonstration  were -required,  the  des¬ 
irability  of  having  a  prophylactic  inoculation  that  could  be  used  on  a 
national,  scale,  to  control  the  disease.  Owing  to  technical  difficulties 
in. the  preparation  of  a  suitable  vaccine,,  this,  desirable  development  has 
not  yet . occurred,  although  there  is  every  reason  to  hope  that  it  vail  be 
possible  within  the  next  few  years. 

It  will  be  noted  that,  for  the  seventh  consecutive  year,  no  case 
of  poliomyelitis  was  notified.  This  illustrates  the  very  favourable 
position  that  has  now  been  reached  in  the  prevention  of  this  formerly 
dreaded  disease. 

The  death  from  meningococcal  infection  was  a  most  tragic  one,  oc¬ 
curring  in  the  only  case  of  the  disease  notified  during  the  year.  As 
this  was  also  the  only  case  notified  since  1937,  if  will  be  appreciated  ho 
rare  this  disease  now  is.  In  view  of  its  continued  seriousness  when  it 
does  occur  it  is  comforting  to  think  that  it  may  well  be  some  years 
before  another  case  occurrs  in  the  district. 

The  number  of  cases  of  pneumonia  notified  appears  to  be  in  contra¬ 
diction  with  the  number  of  deaths  attributed  to  the  disease.  It  must 
be  remembered,  however,  that  only  certain  types  of  pneumonia  are  not¬ 
ifiable,  and  that,  since  notification  does  not  secure  any  very  obvious 
epidemiological  purpose,  notification  is  probably  not  very  diligently 
carried  out. 

The  three  cases  of  dysentery  all  occurred  in  one  parish,  two  in¬ 
volving  mother  and  child  in  one  household  and  the  third  a  child  in  an¬ 
other  household.  As  the  disea.se  is  a  relatively  common,  though  not 
usually  very  serious,  one,  the  absence  of  any  large  outbreak  was  a  very 
satisfactory  feature  of  the  figures  relating  to  infectious  disease. 

The  absence  of  any  notified  ca-ses  of  food-poisoning  was  even  more 
satisfactory,  particularly  as  it  was  the  first  year  since  1955  in  which 
no  case  has  been  notified.  It  would,  however,  be  unduly  optimistic  to 
suppose  that  further  cases  of  this  now  common  type  of  disease  will  not 
recur  from  time  to  time. 

The  relatively  small  number  of  cases  of  puerpera.1  pyrexia  and  oph¬ 
thalmia  neonatorum  did  not  cause  any  great  anxiety,  as  these  are  now 
usually  found  to  be  due  to  fairly  trivial  causes,  rather  than  the  more 
serious  conditions  of  earlier  years. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

Particulars  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified,  and  of  deaths 
from  the  diseases  during  the  year,  are  set  out  below: - 


AGE  PERIOD 

NEW 

CASES 

— * 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

4 

N  on~Pulmona,ry 

Pulmonary 

N  on-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  15  years 

' 

-  ■“ — l  ~j 

i 

_  -I 

pm 

15-25  years 

2 

1 

— 

- 

- 

— 

M 

— 

25  -  35  years 

— 

- 

—  ■ 

-  -• 

— 

•mm 

- 

35  -  45  years 

— 

-  ‘ 

— 

~  1 

- 

— 

- 

- 

45  -  55  years 

— 

— 

■  — 

■  — 

— 

— 

— 

- 

55  -  65  years 

2 

1 

— 

— 

- 

1 

— 

- 

Over  65  years 

— 

— 

— • 

1 

- 

— 

— 

Totals 

4 

2 

_ 

i  2 

i 

1 

- 

- 

•mrn 

Of  the  three  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  occurring  in  the 
.younger  age-group,  all  affected  persons  from  20  years  to  23  years  of  age, 
while  the  three  cases  in  older  persons  involved  patients  of  5&  years,  61 
years  and  64  years  respectively.  The  relatively  high  incidence  in  the 
former  group  is,  of  course,  an  old  and  tragically  familiar  char a.ct eristic 
of  the  disease,  while  the  incidence  in  the  older  age-group  is  a  newer 
feature,  to  which  a  good  deal  of  attention  is  now  being  paid. 

The  absence  of  any  new  cases  of  the  non— pulmonary  form  of  the  disease 
is  a  very  satisfactory  aspect  of  the  figures,  and  bears  witness  to  the 
good  results  that  have  occurred  from  the  measures  taken,  nationally,  to 
eradicate  tuberculous  infection  from  the  nation' s  milk  supply. 

As  regards  deaths  resulting  from  tuberculosis,  it  will  be  seen  that 
all  were  related  to  the  pulmonary  type  of  infection,  that  all  three  oc¬ 
curred  at  ages  over  55  years,  and  that  two  of  the  three  v/ere  at  ages  over 
65  years.  It  may  be  mentioned  in  addition  that,  although  tuberculous  in¬ 
fection  was  present  in  all  three  patients,  it  appears  doubtful  whether  it 
played  the  main  part  in  causing  death  in  any  one  of  the  three,  as  two  also 
suffered  from  heart  disease,  in  one  case  possibly  indirectly  due  to  the 
tuberculous  condition,  while  the  third  patient  also  suffered  from  cancer 
of  the  lung.  Taking  the  picture  as  a  whole,  it  would  appear  that,  as  in 
other  recent  years,  deaths  occurred  mainly  in  elderly  patients,  also  suf¬ 
fering  from  other  diseases,  whose  treatment,  so  far  as  the  tuberculosis 
Y?as  concerned,  dated  back  to  the  days  before  modern  drug  treatment  was 
instituted. 
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The  following  table  shows  how  the  number  of  new  cases  and  deaths 
from  tuberculosis  compared  with  the  figures  for  preceding  years 


»  ' -»  ■  ■  -  -  ^  -  w 

YEAR. 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

N  on-Pulmonary . 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1951  ■ 

7 

11 

3 

4 

1  ■  •  ■ - 1 '■ — 

3 

1 

1 

1952 

14 

10 

6 

4 

1 

2 

— 

2 

1953 

15 

15 

2 

1 

3 

3 

- 

1954 

17 

20 

3 

2 

8 

1 

— 

1 

1955 

10 

8 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1956 

9 

9 

2 

1 

— 

mm 

— 

— 

1957 

14 

10 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1958 

11 

3 

2 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1959 

8 

8 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

I960 

5 

5 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1961 

5 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1962 

5 

2 

•* 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1963 

5 

3 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1964 

4 

2 

_ 

— 

2 

1 

_ I _ 

— 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that,  as  regards  new  cases,  the  figures  for 
1964  were  better  than  for  any  previous  year.  While  the  same  cannot,  with¬ 
out  qualification,  be  stated  in  relation  to  deaths  from  the  disease,  I 
think  that,  in  the  light  of  the  information  contained  in  a  preceding 
paragraph,  these  figures  also  can  be  regarded  as  reasonably  satisfactory. 

Arrangements  for  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  patients,  and  for  in¬ 
vestigations  of  and  advice  to  contacts,  continued  as  in  earlier  years. 
Availability  of  hospital  beds  and  liaison  between  hospital  service  and 
local  authority  remained  on  the  same  satisfactory  basis  as  in  other  recent 
years. 


AIITIIRAX. 

Notifications  were  received  on  six  occasions  during  the  year  in 
relation  to  animals  suspected  of  being  infected  with  anthrax.  Fortunately, 
the  disease  was  confirmed  in  only  two  of  these  instances. 

No  case  of  anthrax,  confirmed  or  suspected,  was  notified  during  the 
year  in  respect  of  infection  in  a  human  being. 

VENEREAL  DISEASE . 

Facilities  for  diagnosis,  treatment  and  •  surveillance  continued 
as  in  earlier  years,  being  provided  by  the  hospitals  in  Birmingham, 

Burt on-on-T rent,  Stafford,  Walsall  and  Wolverhampton. 
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LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 


( 


Arrangements  remained  as  in  previous  years,  specimens  being  re¬ 
ported  on  by  the  staff  at  the  County  and  Public  Health  Laboratories 
in  Stafford,  with  helpful  advice  available  in  all  cases  presenting  any 
unusual  difficulty. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMODATION . 

So  far  as  the  public  health  aspects  of  the  hospital  services  are 
concerned,  the  position  remained  basically  the  same  as  in  other  recent 
years,  with  beds  freely  available,  although  at  some  distance,  for  all 
patients  suffering  from  infectious  diseases  and  requiring  hospitalis¬ 
ation,  but  with  increasing  scarcity  of  accommodation  for  maternity 
patients,  due  to  increasing  population,  and  for  the  elderly  infirm,  due 
to  the  increasingly  large  proportion  of  the  population  coming  into  that 
category. 

The  provision  of  additional  maternity  beds  at  G-ood  Hope  Hospital, 
Sutton  Coldfield,  will  obviously  improve  the  prospects  for  maternity 
patients,  but  it  is  not  at  all  clear  that  the  future  prospects  for  ad¬ 
mission  to  hospital  of  the  elderly  chronic  sick  are  as  bright. 

In  the  meantime,  liaison  with  the  hospital  service  in  relation  to 
assessment  of  priorities  for  admission  of  maternity  and  elderly  patients 
continues  on  the  same  lines  as  previously  arranged. 


PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES . 


Administrative  arrangements  continued  as  in  previous  years. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS.  1  948  and  1 951  . 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year,  to  enforce  compulsory  re¬ 
moval  of  any  person  either  to  hospital  or  hostel.  As  mentioned  in  an 
earlier  report,  such  action  is  only  taken  in  quite  exceptional  circ¬ 
umstances,  and  every  effort  is  made  to  avoid  it,  even  in  many  cases  in 
which  a  person  would  obviously  be  better  looked  after  in  hospital  or 
hostel  than  is  possible  in  the  home. 


FOOD  AND  DRUG-S  ACT.  1955. 

Arrangements  for  the  inspection  of  premises  whose  food  is  prepared 
for  sale,  or  sold,  to  the  public  continues  as  in  previous  years,  public 
houses  coming,  for  this  purpose,  within  the  definition  of  ‘food  premises’. 
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According  to  information  received  through  the  courtesy  of  the 
County  Medical  Officer,  the  County  Council,  as  Food  and  Drugs  Auth¬ 
ority,  took  47  samples  of  .milk  and  93  samples  of  other  foods  and  drugs 
in  the  district  during  1 964.  Of  the  samples  of  milk,  six  were  tested 
for  the  presence  of  antibiotics.  Eight  of  the  samples  of  milk  were 
reported  as  defective,  seven  by  reason  of  containing  added  water,  and 
one  because  it  was  deficient  in  fat.  In  the  first  group  of  cases,  the 
producer  was  convicted  and  fined,  while  action  in  the  latter  case  was 
deferred,  pending  the  results  of  further  sampling.  As  regards  the 
samples  of  general  foods  and  drugs,  six  were  the  subject  of  unfavourable 
reports,  appropriate  administrative  action  being  taken  in  each  case,  with¬ 
out  the  necessity  for  prosecution  arising. 

The  results  of  the  examination  of  other  samples  of  milk  apart  from 
those  mentioned  above,  for  cleanliness,  efficiency  of  pasteurisation  and 
sterilisation  and  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  were  as  follows :- 


DETAILS  (AND  SIGNIFICANCE)  OF  TESTS. 


Grade  of  Milk. 

Meth.  Blue 
(Cleanli¬ 
ness)  . 

Phosphatase 
(Pasteurisa¬ 
tion)  „ 

Turbidity 
(Sterilis¬ 
ation)  . 

Biological 
(Tuberculo¬ 
sis)  . 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Neg. 

. 

Pos. 

T.T. 

9 

•M# 

mm 

— 

3 

T  *=J*“*^*1J1 ' 

T.T.  (Past.) 

134 

12 

156 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

Pasteurised 

12 

4 

16 

mm 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sterilised 

— 

_ 

— 

69 

„  .  . 

- 

— 

Totals: 

155 

. 

16 

!  —4 

S  N> 

- 

3 

- 

The  results  are  broadly  similar  to  those  in  other  recent  years.  The 
results  of  the  methylane  blue  test  were ,  however,  slightly  less  satisfactory 
than  those  carried  out  in  i 963*  Fortunately,  the  tests  fully  confirm  the 
efficiency  of  the  pasteurisation  and  sterilisation  processes  and  the  absence 
of  tubercle  bacilli  from  the  milk  being  distributed  in  the  distri.pt. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Taylor,  Engineer-in-Chief  to  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks 
company,  has  indicated,  in  his  report  for  1963,  that  the  supply  of  water 
in  the  district  during  1 964  was  again  satisfactory  both  in  quantity  and 
quality. 

Frequent  sampling  was  carried  out  at  the  various  pumping  stations, 
from  the  service  reservoir  and  repumping  station  at  Gentle show  and  from 
numerous  taps  at  premises  throughout  the  district.  All  samples  were  con¬ 
firmed  to  be  free  from  coliform  bacilli,  usually  regarded  as  the  best  in¬ 
dicator  of  safety  in  water  supplies. 
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Chlorination  of  water  was,  as  in  previous  years,  carried  out,  as 
a  precautionary  measure,  at  most  pumping  stations,  and  in  all  cases  of 
possible  contamination,  due  to  burst  pipes  etc. 

Mr.  Taylor  does  not  mention  fluridation  of  water  supplies  in  his 
report  but  it  may  be  added  that  no  further  progress  has,  as  yet,  been 
made  locally  in  relation  to  this  matter,  information  still  being  awaited 
from  the  County  Council  as  to  the  progress  of  proposals  for  remedying 
the  deficiency  of  fluoride  in  water  in  the  various  districts  in  the  Ad¬ 
ministrative  County, 


HOUSING-. 

I  am  informed  by  the  Housing  Manager  that  the  position  in  relation 
to  rehousing,  and  the  waiting  list  for  council  houses,  during  1964,  was 
as  follows :- 


Waiting  List  at  1st  January,  1  964  ... 
Rehoused  in  New  Houses  during  1 964  ... 
Rehoused  in  Relet  Houses  during  1  964  ••• 
Waiting  List  at  31st  December,  1  964  ... 


789 

72 

103 

804 


Of  the  177  families  rehoused  during  the  year,  23  families  were  re¬ 
housed  from  unfit  houses.  This  figure  compares  with  14  out  of  127  let¬ 
tings-  in  1963  &nd  6 1  out  of  344-  in  1962.  The  relatively  small  number 
of  rehousings  from  unfit  houses  in  1 964  was,  of  course,  due  to  the  fact, 
that  houses  were  not,  as  yet,  available  to  replace  the  large  number  of 
houses,  mainly  in  Fazeley  and  Elfor.d,  represented  in  1963  us  unfit  for 
habitation.  This,  in  turn,  was  largely  due  to  lengthy  delays  in  ob¬ 
taining  possession  of  housing  sites,  particularly  when  this  was  being 
attempted  by  voluntary  negotiation. 


As  regards  the  waiting  list,  it  will  be  observed  that  this  increased 
in  length  during  the  year,  due  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  tenants 
on  the  list  from  312  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  361  at  the  end.  The 
number  of  lodgers  on  the  list  was  much  reduced,  from  246  to  210,  while 
the  number  of  caravan  dwellers  on  the  list  increased  slightly,  from  31  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year  to  33  at  the  end. 


The  following  table  shows  the  statutory  action  taken  by  the  Council 
during  1 964  in  relation  to  houses  condemned  to  be  unfit  for  human  hab¬ 
itation: - 


PROPERTY 

STATUTORY  ACTION 

The  Cottage,  Pipe  Lane, 

Demolition  Order, 

Hill  Ridware. 

24th  January, 

1,2,3  nnd  4,  Wade  Lane, 

Demolition  Orders, 

Hill  Ridware. 

24th  January. 

1 
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PROPERTY 


PROPERTY 

STATUTORY  ACTION 

1 ,2  and  33  Uttoxeter  Road, 

Hill  Ridware. 

Demolition  Orders, 

24th  January. 

5,6  and  7,  Hammond’s  Cottages, 
Uttoxeter  Road,  Hill  Ridware. 

Demolition  Orders, 

28th  February. 

1,2,3  end  4,  Border  Square, 

Hill  Ridware. 

Demolition  Orders, 

28th  February. 

1,2  and  3  Eorge  Cottages, 

Hill  Ridware. 

Undertakings  Accepted, 
28th  February, 

Plaster  Mill  Cottage, 

The  B agnails,  Alrewas. 

Undertaking  Accepted, 

24th  July. 

96  and  98,  Brook  End, 

Fe„zeley. 

Demolition  Orders, 

25th  September. 

22,  Old  Road, 

Arndt age. 

Undertaking  Accepted, 

25th  September. 

1  and  2,  Farm  Cottages, 

Hademore,  Fisherwick. 

Undertaking  Accepted, 

27th  November. 

I83,  Birmingham  Road, 

Shenstone  Wood  End. 

Undertaking  Accepted, 

27th  November. 

20  and  24,  Old  Road, 

Armitage. 

Undertakings  Accepted, 
27th  November. 

Caravan  at  rear  of 

76,  Rugeley  Road, 

Chase  Terrace. 

Demolition  Order, 

23rd  December. 

The  number  of  houses  covered  by  the  above  statutory  action,  at  28, 
compared  with  figures  of  55  in  1963,  37  in  1962,  25  in  1  961  ,  70  in  i960, 

1 8  in  1959,  8  in  1958,  37  in  1957?  22  in  1956  and  19  in  1955-  As  remarked 
in  an  earlier  report,  the  figures  illustrate  graphically  how  widely  the 
statutory  action  has  fluctuated  from  year  to  year  in  order  to  keep  roughly 
in  step  with  the  completion  of  the  new  houses  required  for  the  rehousing 
of  the  families  involved.  While  the  total  of  319  houses  scheduled  for 
clearance  during  the” last  ten  years  may  not  appear  unsatisfactory,  it 
must  be  considered  less  so  when  taken  in  conjunction  with  the  fact  that 
more  than  150  of  the  houses  programmed  for  clearance  in  the  five-year 
period  I96I-6  are  still  occupied,  while  slum-clearance  will  have  to  compete 
for  priority  during  the  next  few  years  with  the  equally  pressing  needs  for 
houses  to  replace,  temporary  prefabricated  bungalows  erected  at  the  end  of 
the  War,  to  deal  with  overcrowding  in  houses  that  are  not  in  any  way  unfit 
for  human  habitation,  and  to  honour  the  agreement  made  by  the  Council  in 
connection  with  "overspill'1  arrangements.  Taking  these  facts  together, 
it  is  obvious  that,  considerable  as  the  progress  has  been  during  the  past 
decade,  much  still  remains  to  be  done  in  relation  to  slum-clearance,  and 
that  the  problem  will  require  much  consideration,  and  careful  planning, 
during  the  next  few  years,  if  it  is  to  bo  .finally  mastered  within  a  reason¬ 
able  period  of  time. 
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FACTORIES  ACT ;  1  $6l . 

The  necessary  inspections  were  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors,  the  following  work  being  dealt,  with  during  the  year:- 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

[Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,2, 3, 4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities, 

8 

Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority . 

CO 

Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out --workers1  premises) 

17 

Total: 

108 

i0 

— 

The  table  set  out  below  shows  the  defects  found,  and  action  taken, 
as  a  result  of  the  inspections  carried  out:- 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

j  Number  of 

1  n 

j  Cases  m 
j  which 

Prosecutions 

we  re 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M.  j  By  H.M. 

Inspector (inspector 
» 

* 

Want  of  ole  anline  s  s . 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Overcrowding. 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperatures. 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

tm 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes. 

*“* 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to 

Out -work) . 

— 

— 

— 

_ j 

- 

Total: 

2 

2 

- 

19  - 


As  has  been  the  position  in  the  past,  very  little  outwork  has 
been  carried  out  in  the  district  during  the  year,  only  4  outworkers 
having  been  notified,  an  increase  of  one  over  the  previous  year. 

In  accordance  with  routine  arrangements,  the  premises  concerned  T/ere 
visited  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors,  who  found  conditions  to  be 
satisfactory. 


Section  1 1  C 

Section  111 

Nature 

of 

Work, 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  faction 
110(1 )  (o) 

No,  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council* 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure 
to  supply, 
lists. 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole - 

,  some 
premises. 

Notices 

served 

Prose¬ 

cution 

Wearing  & 
Making  Ap¬ 
parel  etc. 

2 

t  T 

Electro-plate, 

1 

- 

— 

Carding,  etc,, 

of  Buttons, 

1 

m ^ 

•— O 

Total: 

b- 

.  - 

.  .r  -r  — » =ac= 

- 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERS. 

(Prepared  by  Mr.  J.G.  Rimand,  M.I.Mun.E.,  Engineer  and  Surveyor). 


Generally  throughout  the  district  sewage  treatment  works  have  been 
well  maintained  by  the  workmen  employed  by  you.  Final  effluents  have 
on  the  whole  been  generally  of  a  reasonable  standard,  having  regard  to 
the  load  imposed  on  many  of  the  works  by  the  considerable  amount  of  dev¬ 
elopment  now  taking  place  in  various  villages. 

The  temporary  laboratory  set  up  at  the  Rural  Council  House  has  been 
brought  into  full  use  and  a  considerable  number  of  samples  have  been  an¬ 
alysed  which  has  enabled  a  much  closer  check  being  kept  on  the  operation 
of  the  various  sections  of  the  treatment  works. 

ALREWAS. The  sewage  treatment  works  at  Alrewas  is  working  reasonably, 
having  regard  to  the  large  flow  now  being  received  from  this  village, 
due  to  the  very  considerable  development  now  taking  place.  Proposals 
for  extending  this  works  are  included  in  the  Council’s  programme.  In 
the  village  of  Fradley  the  general  sewerage  system  is  unsatisfactory, 
and  proposals  to  deal  with  this  will  be  included  in  the  Alrewas  scheme, 
either  by  connecting  same  to  the  Alrewas  system  or  by  providing  separate 
treatment  works. 

ARMITAGE  &  LONGDON  -  The  sewage  treatment  works  for  these  parishes  is 
working  reasonably  satisfactorily,  having  regard  to  the  large  amount 
of  development  now  taking  place.  The  proposals  approved  by  the  Ministry 
for  the  enlargements  of  the  works  so  as  to  provide  for  sufficient  ca¬ 
pacity  to  deal  with  this  development  and.  also  to  enable  the  existing 
small  treatment  works  to  be  done  awa y  with  are  nowin  the  tender  stage 
and  it  is  hoped  that  work  will  be  commenced  during  the  early  part  of 

1965. 

BRINDLEY  HEATH  -  The  newr  sewage  treatment  works  is  working  satisfactorily, 
as  is  also  the  older  works  in  Penkridge  Bank. 

BURNTWOOD  -  The  pumping  station  at  Cannock  Road.  is  working  satisfactorily, 
but  the  Peters  Lane  and  Chasetown  sewage  treatment  works  are  seriously 
overloaded,  and  in  need  of  enlargement.  The  proposals  approved  by  the 
Ministry  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  Peters  Lane  works  and  the  re¬ 
placement  of  the  Chasetown  works  by  a  pumping  station  are  now  in  the 
process  of  beirg  carried  out.  The  first  contract  covering  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  surface  water  sewers  has  been  completed,'  and  the  second  contract, 
to  relieve  the  existing  sewerage  system  by  new  trunk  sewers,  is  in  progress, 
and  about  25%  completed.  It  is  hoped  that  during  1 9&5  further  contracts 
will  be  let  to  cover  the  construction  of  the  New  Peters  Lace  works. 
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CLIFTON  _C/\1^PVILLE  -  The  new  treatment  works  have  at  t  imes  during  the 
year  given  an  unsatisfactory  effluent,  and  as  a  result  investigations 
have  taken  place  with  the  object  of  finding  the  reason  for  this,  but 
without  success.  In  order  however  to  restore  conditions, modifications 
have  been  made  in  the  operation  of  the  works,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
during  the  coming  year  there  will  be  a  considerable  improvement. 

COLTON  -  Conditions  show  little  change  in  this  parish,  but  during  the 
year  proposals  for  the  consstruction  of  a  new  works  and  sewerage  system 
have  been  approved  by  the  Ministry,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  work 
will  be  commenced  during  the  summer  of  19&5* 


CNRBOROUC-H  &  ELMHURST  -  The  pumping  station  and  sewerage  treatment  works 
near  to  the  outfall  of  the  sewer  in  the  Elmhurst  portion  of  the  parish 
has  effected  a  considerable  improvement. 

DRAYTON  BASSETT  -  The  new  sewage  treatment  works  has  been  brought  into 
operation  during  the  year,  and  the  results  from  same  are  most  satis¬ 
factory. 

EDINGALE  -  The  proposals  for  the  sewering  of  this  village  and  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  sewage  treatment  works  are  now  completed,  and  it  is  anti¬ 
cipated  that  these  will  bo  submitted  to  the  Ministry  in  the  near  future. 

ELFORD  -  The  proposals  for  the  sewering  of  this  village  and  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  sewage  treatment  works  have  been  delayed,  due  to  diff¬ 
iculties  of  land  acquisition.  It  is  anticipated  however  that  these  will 
shortly  be  overcome,  and  so  enable  the  scheme  to  be  submitted  to  the 
Ministry. 

FAREWELL  &  CH0RT.F.Y  -  The  works  dealing  with  the  Council  houses  is  op¬ 
erating  satisfactorily,  but  this  will  be  done  away  with  when  the  village 
is  sewered  as  part  of  the  Burntwood  scheme. 


FAZELEY  -  The  sewage  from  Fazeley  is  dealt  with  by  the  Tamworth  Joint 
Sewage  Committee,  passing  from  the  main  sewer  in  the  Wat ling  Street, 
under  the  canal,  to  Tamworth.  The  pumping  station  at  Brook  End,  Fazeley, 
and  the  pumping  station  and  storage  tank  at  Longwood  are  both  working 
satisfactorily. 

GENTTESHAW  -  Proposals  for  the  sewering  of  this  village  have  been  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  Council,  and  it  has  been  decided  that  same  should  not  be 
proceeded  with, .  on  account  of  the  high  cost  involved. 

HAIMEKWICH  -  The  Watling  Street  disposal  works  is  now  working  over  ca¬ 
pacity,  due  to  the  increased  development  in  Brownhills.  The  Newtown 
scheme  is  completed,  and  awaiting  development  to  bring  same  into  proper 
operation.  The  pumping  station  at  Triangle  is  working  satisfactorily, 
but  will  be  done  away  with  as  part  of  the  new  Burntwood  scheme. 
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HAMSTALL  RIDV/ARE  -  The  submission  of  this  scheme  to  the  Ministry  h ns 
been  delayed,  owing  to  difficulties  of  land  acquisition.  •  These  diff¬ 
iculties  have  no w  been  overcome,  and  the  scheme  will  shortly  be  sub¬ 
mitted.  ■  •  ' 

HARMSTON  -  The  treatment  works  is  badly  overloaded,  and  it  is  to  be 
replaced  by  a  pumping  station  in  a  joint  scheme  that  has  been  pre¬ 
pared  with  the  adjoining  village  of  Edingale,  where  the  new  treatment 
works  will  be  situated.  Delays  have  been  experienced  due  to  necessity 
for  land  acquisition,  but  it  is  anticipated  that  same  will  be  submitted 
to  the  Ministry  for  their  consideration  during  19 6j. 

HQPYAiS  -  These  works,  which  were  reconstructed  before  the  Ear,  are  working 
reasonably  satisfactorily,  but  will  require  modifications  in  order  to 
comply  with  present  day  requirements. 

HINTS  -  The  proposals  approved  by  the  Council  for  the  sewering  and  the 
provision  of  a  sewage  treatment  works  for  this  village  have  been  re¬ 
considered.  Amended  proposals  ha/ve  been  approved,  and  these  are  now 
being  prepared  for  submission  to  the  Ministry. 

igN&SBROMLEY  -  The  scheme  prepared  for  the  sewering  of  this  village 
and  the  construction  of  the  treatment  works  ha„s  been  delayed,  due  to 
difficulties  of  land,  acquisition.  These  have  not  yet  been  resolved, 
but  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  possible  for  the  scheme  to  be  submitted 
to  the  Ministry • during  the  coming  year. 

MAVESYN  RIDV/ARE  -  The  small  pumping  station  and  disposal  plant  at  Blithbury 
is  operating  satisfactorily.  The  new  treatment  works  for  the  village  of 
Hill  Ridvare,  which  Was  brought  into  operation  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
has  not  been  operating  very  satisfactorily,  due  to  the  extremely  small 
flow.  It  is  hoped  that  now  the  Council  housing  scheme  is  being  completed 
it  will  enable  a,  satisfactory  flow  to  reach  the  works. 

SHENST ONE  -  The  new  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme  for  the  village 
of  Shenstone  has  during  the  year  been  modified  by  the  installation  of 
sand  filters,  which  has  further  improved  the  standard  of  the  effluent. 

The  pumping  stations  at  Lynn  Lane  and  Shenstone  iJood  End  are  working  sat¬ 
isfactorily.  The  disposal  works  at  Stonnall  is  badly  overloaded.  The 
proposals  approved  by  the  Ministry  for  the  construction  of  a  new  works 
have  now  reached  the  contract  stage,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  tenders 
will  be  obtained  early  in  1965. 

Little  Aston  is  drained  to  the  Little  Aston  end  Streetly  Joint  Sewage 
Committee  Works.  This,  although  overloaded,  is  working  satisfactorily, 
and  is  at  the  present  time  being  enlarged. 

STREETHAY  -  These  works  were  reconstructed  during  the  war  in  order  to  deal 
with  the  flow  from  the  W.A.A.E.  camp.  Results  however  hare  not  been  too 
satisfactory  of  late,  due  to  the  increased  amount  of  trade  waste  now  being 
received.  This  ha.s  been  investigated,  and  proposals  are  being  prepared 
for  modifying  the  works. 
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gWINPEN  &  PACICENG-TON  -  The  disposal  works  at  Botany  Bay  to  deal  with 
the  housing  estate  is  working  very  satisfactorily. 

WALL  -  The  disposal  works  in  this  village  is  working  satisfactorily. 

The  Muckley  Corner  end  of  the  parish  has  been  included  in  the  Burntwood 
sewerage  scheme,  and  sewers  will  be  land  in  sarnie  during  the  coming  year. 

WHITTING-T ON  -  The  proposa.ls  approved  by  the  Ministry  for  the  replacement 
of  this  works,  so  as  to  deal  with  the  increased  development  and  in  order 
to  receive  the  sewage  from  the  Barracks,  have  now  reached  the  contract 
stage,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  work  will  be  commenced  during  the  early 
part  of  1  965 . 

M&LINTON  -  Conditions  in  the  portion  of  Wigginton  Parish  which  is  sewered 
are  quite  good,  the  disposal  being  cenried  out  under  arr angement s  made  by 
the  Tamworth  Sewage  Joint  Committee. 

WEEFORD  -  There  is  no  change  to  report  in  the  sewerage  conditions  existing 
in  this  parish. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Lichfield  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  a  report  on  the  administration  of 
the  work  of  .your  Public  Health  Inspectors  for  the  year  1964# 

Continuing  the  trend  of  recent  years  additional  and  important 
public  health  legislation  was  added  to  the  Statute  book  in  i9&4  by  the 
coming  into  operation  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act, 

1963  and  also  the  Housing  Act,  1964. 

The  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  19&3,  is  designed  to 
secure  the  safety,  health  and  welfare  of  a  large  section  of  the  working 
population  during  working  hours,  similar  to  that  enjoyed  under  the 
Factories  Acts  by  industrial  employees.  I  regret  that  the  requirements 
of  registration  under  the  Act,  whereby  premises  where  labour  is  employed 
must  become  registered,  was  not  extended  to  cover  all  premises  even 
though  actual  employment  of  labour  was  not  involved.  This  would  have 
provided  a  realistic  and  factual  knowledge  of  these  types  of  premises 
without  the  expensive  administrative  work  involved  in  having  to  check  all 
such  premises  because  no  application  for  registration  is  received.  A 
report  on  the  progress  in  the  administration  of  this  Act  is  included  in 
later  pages. 

The  Housing  Act,  19&4,  is  intended  to  assist  local  authorities  in 
securing  the  improvement  and  modernisation  of  tenanted  houses  which  are 
basically  of  sound  construction  but  lacking  the  amenities  now  normally 
accepted  as  desirable,  e.g.  hot  water,  bath,  water  closet,  wash  hand 
basin  and  food  store.  The  Act  enables  local  authorities  to  use  com¬ 
pulsory  powers  if  necessary  but  there  are  certain  restrictive  sections 
in  the  Act  which  may  well  prevent  all  but  the  larger  authorities  from 
fully  implementing  the  powers  contained  therein.  Although  this  Council 
have  always  been  very  progressive  in  their  attitude  towards  improvement 
grant  schemes,  I  cannot  see  that  they  are  likely  to  proceed  very  rapidly 
with  the  implementation  of  the  Housing  Act,  1  964. 

Meat  Inspection  has  again  been  a  heavy  burden  on  the  time  of  your 
Public  Health  Inspectors  involving  a  great  deal  of  time  being  worked 
outside  normal  working  hours.  Complete  details  of  animals  examined 
and  foods  condemned  are  included  in  the  report.  The  large  quantity  of 
food,  other  than  meat  and  offal,  which  was  condemned  in  the  year  was, 
very  largely,  offered  for  certification  by  the  wholesale  traders  in  this 
industry.  This,  in  itself,  shows  the  degree  of  co-operation  which  the 
Department  receives  from  the  industry. 
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With  the  continual  growth  of  housing  estates  throughout  the  District 
the  Public  Cleansing  Service  was  hard  pressed  to  maintain  its  high  level 
of  a  regular  weekly  service  but  fortunately,  as  a  result  of  the  Council 
acquiring  additional  vehicles,  there  were  very  few  complaints  and  all 
such  complaints  were  dealth  with  expeditiously.  The  problem  of  refuse 
disposal  must  soon  receive  major  consideration  in  order  to  ensure  that 
land  which  is  available  for  this  purpose  is  used  both  economically  and 
to  the  best  advantage. 

Finally,  I  extend  my  appreciation  to  the  Members  of  the  Council, 
their  Officers  and  particularly  my  colleagues  in  the  Health  Department 
for  their  whole-hearted  support  and  co-operation  through  the  year. 

I  am  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  G-entlemon, 

Yours  obediently. 


GEORGE  LEEDER, 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING-. 


1st  April,  1964  -  31st  March,  1 965 


(  a)  R^us^^C^JLGction  _qnd  Pi sposal . 

The  operation  of  this  service  continued,  as  in  previous  years,  to 
provide  a  weekly  collection  service  to  all  occupied  dwelling  houses.  In 
the  main,  this  function  was  carried,  out  without  cause  for  other  than 
minor  complaint.  This  would  not  have  been  possible  without  the  extra 
vehicles  delivered  in  the  early  part  of  19 64. 

Finance  considerations  apart,  the  purchasing  of  such  items  of  equip¬ 
ment  must  be  envisaged  for  some  distance  ahead  due  to  the  long  delivery 
periods  involved.  So  long  as  the  growth  of  new  housing  in  the  District 
continues  at  the  existing  rate  it  would  appear  that  a  new  vehicle  and 
team  will  be  required  for  each  additional  1 ,400  premises. 

In  the  year  under  revie¥7,  the  number  of  premises  receiving  a  weekly 
collection  numbered s. one  15 >697  an(l  ^a(^-  an  unofficial  total  of  19,200 
Bins.  This  represents  an  increase  over  the  previous  year  of  some  1  ,000 
premises  and  1 ,200  bins.  It  can  therefore  be  readily  seen  that  the  ser¬ 
vice  is  rarely  off  maximum  load. 

The  growth  in  the  service  has  repercussions,  not  only  upon  the 
collection  of  refuse,  but  upon  its  disposal  and  this  problem  cannot  be 
resolved  so  readily  as  the  problem  of  collection.  Tipping  land  is  be¬ 
coming  increasingly  difficult  to  find  and  whereas  at  one  time  a  land- 
owner  may  have  been  glad  to  have  some  derelict  land  reclaimed,  this  is 
not  now  the  case.  For  the  most  part  it  is  realised  that  tipping  land  is 
a  valuable  commodity  and  economic  payment  for  land  is  being  sought. 
Objection  against  the  tipping  of  crude  refuse  exists  and  I  believe  that 
treated  refuse  will  bo  disposed  of  with  greater  facility  than  untreated 
refuse  as  well  as  being  more  economical  in  the  use  of  land. 

The  cost  of  the  service  for  the  year  under  review  amounted  to 

£44,120. 

The  unit  cost  of  collection  end  disposal  was  approximately  as 

follows : - 


£. 

s. 

d. 

Net 

cost 

of 

collection  per  ton 

2 

10 

0 

Net 

cost 

of, 

disposal  per  ton 

5 

1 

Net 

cost 

of 

collection  per  1,000  population 

932 

16 

9 

Net 

cost 

of 

disposal  per  1,000  population 

95 

12 

4 

Net 

cost 

of 

collection  per  1,000  premises 

2,500 

0 

0 

Net 

cost 

of 

disposal  per  1 ,000  premises 

256 

0 

0 
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Those  figures  again  indicate  an  increased  overall  cost  but  in  this 
connection  a  comparison  with  the  figure  for  1959-60  may  be  of  interest. 


Premises. 

Unit  cost  of  collection  per  1,000  premises  1959-1960 
Unit  cost  of  disposal  per  1,000  premises  1 959—^  960 
Unit  cost  of  collection  per  1,000  premises  1 964-1 965 
Unit  cost  of  disposal  per  1,000  premises  1964-1965 


imnual_C_ost . 

£.  s.  d. 

2,115  0  0 

177  0  0 

2,500  0  0 

256  0  0 


These  figures  show  increases  of  £385  for  collection  and  £79  for 
disposal  respectively  over  the  five  year  period. 


The  maintenance  of  this  service  has  continued  throughout  the  year. 

The  problem  of  the  indiscriminate  tipping  of  refuse  grows  year  by  year, 
however,  and  it  has  been  found  necessary  on  a  number  of  occasions  for 
the  Council’ s  employees  to  have  to  cleanse  areas  of  land  which  have  been 
desecrated.  Coupled  with  the  problem  of  litter  as  it  is  normally  under¬ 
stood  is  the  question  of  disposal  of  major  household  articles,  cookers, 
beds,  etc.  and  even  of  motor  vehicles.  Thb  disposal  of  disused  motor 
vehicles  is  generally  known  as  a  national  problem,  but  that  the  illicit 
disposal  of  household  appliances  occurs  is  not  so  widely  appreciated.  It 
is,  of  course,  quite  unnecessary  for  this  to  occur  as  anyone  who  can 
employ  the  means  to  dispose  of  such  articles  in  a  roadside  ditch,  could 
quite  easily  convey  them  to  an  authorised  tip,  where  their  disposal  pre¬ 
sents  no  problem.  These  remarks  are  not  intended  as  an  invitation  for 
the  indiscriminate  use  of  the  Councils  Tips,  but  an  approach  by  any  house¬ 
holder  to  myself  will  always  receive  sympathetic  consideration. 


HOUSING-. 

( a)  Housing  Act,  1957 . 

There  were  no  new  Clearance  Areas  declared  during  the  year.  The 
Slum  Clearance  programme  continued  however,  with  a  total  of  16  houses 
and  1  caravan  being  dealt  with  by  means  of  Demolition  Orders. 

In  the  case  of  1 0  more  houses,  the  Council  accepted  Official  Under¬ 
takings  from  the  Owners,  that  the  houses  would  not  be  used  for  human  hab¬ 
itation  until  they  had  been  made  fit  for  this  purpose. 

The  Council  of  course  provide  alternative  housing  accommodation  for 
all  tenants  where  action  is  taken  under  the  Housing  Acts. 
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(h)  Repairs  to  Houses. 

Repairs  were  effected  at  45  houses  by  means  of  informal  action  and 
at  33  more  houses  following  the  service  of  Statutory  Notices  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts,  The  value  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  I96I,  has  been 
proved  repeatedly  in  simplifying  the  procedure  required  in  securing  the 
clearance  of  obstructed  drainage  systems, 

fi-en~k  Act,  1957  —  Certificates  of Pi sr epair c 

The  pattern  set  in  previous  years  continued,  to  the  extent  that 
this  procedure  is  now  virtually  moribund.  No  applications  for  Certificates 
or  for  the  Revocation  of  Certificates  were  received  during  the  year, 

( d.)  Housing;  64 , 

With  the  coming  into  force  of  this  Act,  it  was  expected  that  com¬ 
pulsory  improvement  of  dwelling  houses  would  become  feasible.  However, 
due  to  the  restrictions  inherent  in  the  Act  it  does  not  appear  to  me 
that  any^ great  changes  will  result  from  it.  No  action  was  taken  upon 
the  provisions  of  this  legislation  during  the  year  and  I  do  not  foresee 

any  probability  that  it  will  be  implemented  to  anything  other  than  a 
very  minor  extent. 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS ,,  •  ■ 

A  total  of  116  visits  were  undertaken  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor 
and  myself  .with  a  view  to  advising  applicants  for  Improvement  G-rants. 
The  following  tables  show  details  of  applications  received  during  the 

year:- 


DIS  CRETI ONARY  GRANTS , 


APPLICATIONS 

NUME 

EH  Dl-ANTED 

Total 
Value  of; 
Vforks. 

Total 
Value  of 
G-rahts 

Rec1  d 

No.  of 
Houses 

Refused 

With¬ 

drawn 

Owner/ 

Occup’r 

Others 

26 

28 

1 

Nil 

.  . _ 

20 

«  s 

8 

£18,277 
5s.  8d. 

£7,038 

11s.  Od. 

STANDARD  GRANTS . 


APPLICATIONS 

NUMBER  GRANTED 

Total 
Value  of 
Works. 

Total 
Value  of 
G-rants 

Rec’ d 

No.  of 

Houses 

L 

Refused 

. 

With¬ 

drawn 

Owner/ 
0ccup! r 

Others 

56 

58 

Nil 

Ni  1 

40 

18 

£7,766 

B  •% 
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WATER  SUPPLIES . 

There  were  15  samples  of  domestic  water  supplies  taken  during  the 
year.  All  the  samples  were  obtained  from  private  well  water  supplies. 
In  the  case  of  three  samples,  the  water  was  found  to  be  so  polluted  as 
to  be  unsatisfactory. 

The  necessary  steps  were  taken  to  provide  alternative  means  of 
supply  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  in  the  case  of  three  pro¬ 
perties  a  mains  supply  of  water  was  connected  and  at  a  further  property, 
works  undertaken  to  stop  the  source  of  pollution  were  successful. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963. 

This  Act  began  to  come  into  force  on  1st  August,  1 964  and  the  main 
provisions  will  all  be  enforceable  by  the  year  1966.  The  legislation 
has  been  designed  to  protect  a  large  section  of  the  working  population 
which  has  not  previously  enjoyed  the  same  protection  as  industrial  em¬ 
ployees.  The  provisions  of  the  Act  are  most  far-reaching  and  cover  all 
aspects  of  health  and  safety  during  the  working  hours. 

The  implementations  of  the  Act  began  immediately,  and  by  December 
31st  it  was  possible  to  report  to  the  Minister  of  Labour  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  form:- 


Table  A 


Registrations 

and 

G-eneral 

Inspections. 


r 

Total  No. 

No.  of  Registered  j 

Total  No. 

of 

Premises  receiving  • 

Class  of  Premises 

Registered 

Registered 

general  inspection 

in  year. 

Premises  at 

in  year. 

End  of  Year. 

Offices. 

14 

14 

5 

Retail  Shops 

66 

66 

17 

Wholesale  Shops 
&  Warehouses 

6 

6 

Nil 

Catering  E stabs, 
j  &  Canteens 

33 

33 

2 

Fuel  Storage 
Depots. 

•  - 

i  1  _ 

" 

_ 

Nil 

Table  B 


No.  of  Visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered  Premises  78. 
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Table  C 


Class  of  Workplace 

No.  of  persons  employed 

1 

2 

Offices. 

29 

Retail  Shops. 

63 

Wholesale  Depots, 
Warehouses. 

— 

Catering  Establishments 

11 

Canteens. 

— 

Fuel  Storage  Depots. 

- 

Totals: 

103 

!  Total  Males: 

48 

Total  Females: 

53 

There  were  no  applications  for  exemption  and  no  exemptions  were  made. 

During  the  course  of  Inspections  it  was  found  that  of  the  2 4  premises 
inspected.,  23  of  them  were  deficient  in  one  or  more  of  the  requirements  of 
the  Act.  A  total  of  68  contraventions  were  found  and  29  were  rectified 
before  the  end  of  the  year.  No  accidents  were  recorded. 

This  statute  is  accompanied  by  a  volume  of  subordinate  legislation 
and  memoranda  and  the  administration  problems  are  of  considerable  pro¬ 
portions. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1930 . 

A  number  of  complaints  were  received  from  a  particular  area  of  the 
District  regarding  contraventions  of  the  Act  in  so  far  as  Sunday  trading 
was  concerned.  This  breach  of  the  laws  of  the  country  on  the  part  of  some 
shopkeepers  is  extremely  difficult  to  control  unless  one  is  prepared  to 
denigrate  oneself  to  the  level  of  "snooping”  by  the  use  of  an  intermediary 
unknown  to  the  shopkeeper.  It  is  a  well  recognised  fact  that  present  laws 
in  regard  to  shops  hours  and  Sunday ' trading ' is  outdated.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  future  legislation  will  be  more  realistic  of  modern  requirements  and 
will  clarify  the  present  position  whereby  a  shopkeeper  may,  if  he  opens 
on  a  Sunday,  sell  a  1  lb  of  Fears  but  not  a  tin  of  Pears. 

A  number  of  visits  we re  undertaken  in  connection  with  this  complaint 
but  no  satisfactory  evidence'- of  contravention  could  be  obtained  and  there¬ 
fore  action  was  limited  to  the  issue  of  warning  letters. 
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THEATRES >_AND_  CIM.IAS. 

In  conjunction  with  the’  County  Fire  Authority,  8  premises  were 
inspected,  as  a  result  of  which  7  licences  were  granted  for  the  "occasional” 
use  of  premises  for  the  production  of  stage  plays  and  one  licence  for 
the  continued  use  of  cinema  premises.  No  difficulties  were  experienced 
in  obtaining  the  co-operation  of  the  owners  of  the  premises  in  complying 
with  the  Regulations. 


RODENT  CONTROL . 

A  total  of  892  visits  were  made  by  the  Rodent  Officer  during  the 
year.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food  have  expressed  satisfaction  at  the  generally  high  standard  of 
Rodent  Control.  However,  it  is  clear  that  this  high  level  of  visits  must 
be  maintained  in  order  to  ensure  freedom  from  complaint. 


CARAVAN  SITES_  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT,  JI96O. 

The  number  of  licenced  sites  within  the  District  now  total  62  of 
which  six  are  recreational  catering  for  approximately  243  caravan  spaces. 
The  remaining  56  are  for  permanent  residential  occupation  providing  some 
262  caravan  spaces. 

Among  the  many  deficiencies  of  this  Act  is  that  there  is  no  pro¬ 
vision  of  any  security  of  tenure  for  the  caravan  occupier.  This  coupled 
with  the  lack  of  any  form  of  Site  Rent  control  can  be  a  most  disturbing 
element  for  the  tenants. 

As  I  have  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  the  Act  gives  no  real  form 
of  control  over  the  itinerant  caravan  dweller.  The  amount  of  time  spent 
by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  on  enforcing  the  removal  of  these  vans 
can  be  quite  disproportionate  to  the  numbers  involved.  A  single  caravan 
can  and  does  cause  quite  as  much  complaint  as  a  whole  encampment  and  may 
easily  take  as  long  to  move. 

One  further  development  which  has  ocurred  in  this  connection  is  that 
the  attitude  of  the  itinerant  caravan  dweller  is  hardening,  probably  due 
to  the  decreeusing  sense  of  security  under  which  they  live.  This  is  ex¬ 
pressed  frequently  by  a  flat  refusal  to  co-operate,  thus  placing  the  task 
of  physical  removal  of  the  caravans  upon  the  Councils  staff.  Clearly 
this  is  not  desirable  and  the  law  should  be  strengthened  to  make  such 
situations  impossible. 


SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES . 

(a)  Meat  Inspection. 

The  implementation  of  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963,  continued 
throughout  the  year.  The  figures  show  a  slight  decrea.se  over  the  previous 
year  which  is  probably  due  to  a  hardening  in  the  price  of  the  food  animals 
due  to  the  freeing  of  export  restrictions  coupled  with  a  ready  market  on 
the  continent. 
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The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  is  still  very  large  and  a  con¬ 
siderable  volume  of  slaughtering  takes  place  at  weekends  and  in  the 
evening,  as  has  been  the  oase  for  many  years.  This  is  a  jealously 
guarded  "Right"  of  the  meat  trades  but  cannot  reasonably  be  justified 
in  these  times.  There  can  be  no  legitimate  reasons  why  this  practice 
should  continue  and  a  modicum  of  control  over  slaughtering  hours  would 
relieve  the  Council  and  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  of  a  great  burden 
particularly  when  one  realises  that  a  total  of  1,100  hours  was  worked 
outside  normal  working  hours  during  1964. 

Tuberculosis  in  cattle  continues  to  decline,  but  there  is  a  slight 
increase  in  the  incidence  of  Cysticercosis.  This  forms  part  of  a 
National  pattern  and  is  not  peculiar  to  the  District. 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  meat  inspection  service 
during  the  yearn*:  - 


CATTLE 

CALVES 

PIOS 

SHEEP 

AND 

LAMBS 

G-OATS 

Carcases  inspected 

8,606 

1,554 

13,539 

4.6,296 

40 

All  Diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 

Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci  . 

50 

27 

20 

133 

1  ,026 

3 

657 

1,023 

— 

12 .3% 

1.93 

5.095 

2.595 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  c arca.se s  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1 

— 

— 

4 

— 

121 

1 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  . 

.05 

j  1.03 

f 

j 

— 
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Cystercosis . 

Carcase  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 


CATTLE 

CALVES 

PIGS 

22 

. 

5 

— 

r 

|  i 

— 

SHEEP 

AND 

LAMBS 


c 

-I 


DISEASED  MEAT  AND  OFFALS 


*■'  ■  v  *  -* — * — *  ■-  -* 

All  Disea 

ses ,  except  Tuberculosis : 

Carcase  Meat  ...  ... 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs 

CATTLE: 

16 

4 

5 

Offal  . 

7 

1 

3 

3 

CALVES : 

Carcase  Meat  . 

— 

17 

1 

12 

Offal  ...  «..  ... 

— 

— 

- 

16 

SHEEP: 

Carcase  Meat  . 

■3 

7 

1 

4 

Off  Cl  1  9  0  0  9  0  0  0  0  9 

10 

1 

3 

3 

PIGS: 

Carcase  Meat  . 

i 

13 

2 

17 

Offal  * . .  . 

i 

3 

— 

11 

Tuberculosis  only: 

CATTLE:  Carcase  Meat  ... 

•  •  • 

2 

4 

Offal  . 

9  0  9 

- 

— 

— 

20 

CALVES : 

Carcase  Meat  . . . 

9  9  0 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Offal  . 

0  9  9 

- 

— 

SHEEP: 

Carcase  Meat 

9  0  0 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Offal 

0  0  0 

•mm 

— 

- 

— 

PIGS: 

Carcase  Meat 

9»« 

— 

14 

1 

18 

( b)^  JDther  Foods . 


In  addition  to  the  VI 4  tons  of  Carcase  meat  and  offals  condemned, 
the  Public  Health  Inspectors  have  issued  condemnation  certificates  in 
respect  of  the  following  foodstuffs: - 


3  Cans  Apples. 

1  jar  Apple  and  Raspberry  Jam. 
A  Cans  Apricots. 

1  Jar  Apricot  Jam. 

Bacon. 

36  Cans  Baked  Beans. 

5  Cans  Beans. 

3  Jars  Bilberries. 

1  Jar  Blackcurrant  Jam. 

1  Can  Carrots. 

A  Cans  Chicken. 

1  Can  Chicken  Soup. 

1  Can  Chopped  Ham. 

1  Tin  Coffee 

107  Cans  Corned  Beef. 

A  Cans  Corned  Mutton. 

1  Can  Crab. 

6  Cans  Cream. 

2A  Cans  Creamed  Rice. 

1  Can  Dutch  Kidneys. 

1  Bag  Flour. 

I  Can  Frankfurters. 

A9  Cans  Fruit  Salad. 

II  Cans  G-rapefruit. 

8  Cans  G-reen  Pea  Soup. 

Ham. 

2A  Cons  Ham. 

1  Can  Herring  Roes. 

6  Cans  Irish  Stew. 

20  Cans  Jellied  Veal. 

6  Cans  Kidney  Soup. 

91  Cans  Loin  of  Pork. 

2  Cans  Macaroni. 

1  9  Cans  Milk. 

2  Cans  Minced  Beef  Sc.  Onion. 

3  Pkts  Mixed  Fruit, 

7  Cans  Mushroom  Soup. 

A  Jars  Onions. 

7  Cans  Oranges. 

1  Bott.  Orange  Juice. 

Ox  Tongue. 

1  Can  Ox  Tonue. 

206  Cans  Peaches. 

13A  Cans  Pears. 

1  3  Cans  Peas. 

1  Can  Pilchards . 

13  Cans  Pineaples. 

27  Cans  Pork  Luncheon  Meat. 


Tons 


1 


Cwts. 


1 


2 

2 


12 

mm 

2 

1 


Lbs. 

20 

1 

20 

1 

23 

23 

3 

2 

1 

6 

15 

1 


21 

3 

2 

2A 

3 

5 

3 

11 

5 

1 A 

6 

3 

26 

6 

16 

2 

11 

2 

1 

7 

A 

A 

6 

27 

19 

11 


1 1 
11 


10 


Qrs, 


3 


Ozs. 

10 

1A 


A 

1A 

A 

8 

6 

3 

12 

8 

A 

mm 

12 


A 

12 


8 

11 


10 

8 


13 


8 

8 

2 

1A 

8 

mm 

13 
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Tons 


Cut  s . 


1  Can  Prunes. 

45  Jars  Red  Cabbage. 

1  Jar  Salad  Cream. 

14  Cans  Salmon. 

4  Cans  Spaghetti. 

4  Cans  Stewed  Steak. 

246  Cans  Tomatoes. 

20  Cans  Tomato  Puree. 

1  Can  Treacle  Pudding. 

14  Cans  Vegetable  Salad. 

15  Cans  Vegetable  Soup. 


2 


Qrs.  Lbs. 

1  16 

6 

3 

4 

1  3 

2  11 

1 

7 

15 


Ozs, 

4 

4 
6 

11. 

8 

6 

5 


2  19  2  13  2 


(c)  The  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  195 8 . 

The  Muslim  method  of  slaughter  is  carried  out  at  a  licensed  slaughter¬ 
house  within  .the  district.  During  the  yean  under  review,  there  were 
abtemps  to  bring  this  method  into  line  with  standard  British  practice. 

These  attempts  were  unsuccessful  owing  to  the  fact  that  ritual  slaughter 
is  based  upon  religious  convictions  and  is  protected  by  staatute.  I  remain 
of  the  opinion  that  such  beliefs  do  not-  constitute  a  fundamental  of  any 
religion  and  that  the  law'  should  be  amended  so  that  what  is,  after  all 
merely  dogma,  should  not  be  allowed  to  perpetuate  an  anachronism. 


(d)  Food  Hygiene . 

It  is  difficult  to  envisage  a  more  important  aspect  of  the  work  of 
the  Inspectors  in  the  present  days.  The  standards  of  food  hygiene  in 
shops,  cafes  and  canteens  remains  generally  high  and  a  degree  of  co¬ 
operation  with  the  owners  and  staff  of  these  premises  exists  at  a  sat¬ 
isfactorily  high  level.  It  is  rarely  necessary  to  have  to  resort  to 
process  of  law  in  order  to  secure  such  modifications  as  seem  necessary 
to  the  Inspectors  at  the  time  of  inspection.  This  is  probably  because 
of  an  appreciation  by  these  persons  that  the  subject  is  one  of  considerable 
concern  to  themselves  as  trailers  and  to  the  public  at  large  as  customers. 

It  would  be  pleasant  to  be  able  to  say  that  this  state  of  affairs 
existed  throughout  all  types  of  food  premises.  However,  this  is  not  the 
case  and  it  is  regrettable  the,t  there  are  many  mobile  food  shops,  and  in 
this  connection  I  include  the  retail  delivery  van,  in  which  the  standards 
of  good  hygienic  practices  are  not  applied  in  the  way  in  which  one  expects. 

A  number  of  vehicles  have  been  inspected  at  the  roadside  and  in  most 
cases  it  appears  evident  that  the  staff  of  these  vehicles  consider  them¬ 
selves  primarily  an  "driver  and  mate"  rather  than  an  food  handlers.  The 
result  of  this  attitude  is  then  manifested  in  a.  failure  to  observe  ele¬ 
mentary  precautions  such  as  the  weaning  of  clean  protective  clothing  and 

the  protection  of  cuts  and  abrasions.  This  is,  in  my  opinion,  due  to  a 
failure  of  the  employer  to  impress  upon  his  staff  the  true  nature  of  their 
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employment.  Many -of  these  retail  delivery  salesmen  are  supplied  only 
with  brown  warehouse  coats  -  how  much  cleaner  would  they  appear  in 
properly  designed  white  coats  or  overalls  such  as  are  seen  in  the  large 
food  manufacturing  premises  up  and  down  the  country. 

Arising  from  these  remarks,  it  may  be  said  that  in  food  premises 
of  all  kinds  it  is  a  high  standard  of  hygienic  practices  which  produces 
safe,  clean,  food.  In  this  connection  I  believe  that  many  members  of  the 
public  ore  more  observant  of  the  "high  gloss"  equipment  so  frequently 
provided  in  these  days.  The  provision  of  stainless  steel,  formica  and 
glass  is  eminently  desirable,  but  only  as  an  aid  to  satisfactory  cleansing. 
If  the  public  would  observe  breaches  of  hygienic  procedure  and  refuse  to 
accept  service  of  such  a  nature,  this  would  be  a  most  powerful  argument  to 
convince  employers  of  the  need  to  inculcate  hygienic  practices  in  their 
staff. 

Clean  food,  as  an  end  in  itself,  is,  after  all,  the  desire  of  the 
customers  and  the  trades  will  supply  what  the  customers  want. 


(e)  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 . 

There  were  10  complaints  of  unsound  food  investigated  during  the 
year.  In  the  case  of  four  of  these,  the  Health  and  Development  Committee 
decided  to  recommend  that  proceedings  be  instituted  against  the  offenders. 
Three  of  these  cases  duly  appeared  before  the  Magistrates,  convictions 
were  obtained  and  penalties  were  imposed  on  all  the  defendants.  The 
fourth  case  was  found  to  be  the  concern  of  a  neighbouring  authority  and 
was  passed  to  that  authority  for  any  further  action  to  be  taken. 

A  most  undesirable  practice  was  observed  to  be  gaining  popularity 
in  certain  licensed  premises.  I  refer  to  the  serving  of  chicken  portions 
in  wickerwork  baskets  for  consumption  within  the  public  bars.  It  was 
found  that  these  baskets  were  unable  to  be  readily  cleansed.  It  was  then 
clear  that  a  contr avent ion  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations 
existed.  However,  this  practice  appeared  to  be  carried  out  on  a  National 
scale  and  it  was  felt  that  publicity  within  the  trade  concerned  might  be 
a  satisfactory  method  of  dealing  with  the  problem.  Accordingly,  approaches 
were  made  to  the  Licences  Victuallers  Association  and  other  interested 
parties  and  I  am  happy  to  state  that  so  for  as  this  District  is  concerned, 
the  practice  has  now  been  discontinued. 
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